TO THE PEOPLE OF ICELAND

A SPEECH MADE AT REYKJAVIK (ICELAND) ON THE JOURNEY BACK

TO ENGLAND AFTER THE ATLANTIC MEETING WITH PRESIDENT

ROOSEVELT, AUGUST, 1941

August 16. President Roosevelt said that be had reached complete
agreement with Mr. Churchill but denied that the United
States was any nearer to entry into the War. He ex-
pressed confidence that Russia would hold out through
the winter.

Stalin welcomed the offer of a three-power conference in
Moscow.

August 18. Germans renewed their thrust at Leningrad and the
Russians evacuated the key town of Kingisepp, 75 miles
away.

August 19. Mr. Churchill arrived back in London from his meeting
with President Roosevelt, having broken his journey to
inspect British and American troops in Iceland.

Revealed that in jive weeks Germany and Italy had lost
616,000 tons of shipping, their heaviest losses of the war.

[August, 1941.
I AM glad to have an opportunity to visit the nation which for so
long has loved democracy and freedom. We, and later the
Americans, have undertaken to keep war away from this country.
But you will all realize that if we had not come others would.
We will do all in our power to make sure that our presence here
shall cause as little trouble as possible in the lives of the Icelanders.
But at the moment your country is an important base for the
protection of the rights of the nations.
When the present struggle is over, we, and the Americans, will
ensure that Iceland shall receive absolute freedom. We come to
you as one cultured nation to another, and it is our aim that your
culture in the past may be joined to your progress in the future
as a free people, I have pleasure in wishing you happiness and
good luck in time to come.
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